
Plagiarism Policy 
 
Librarians at Collins Library, just as at most other academic libraries, are 

available to assist or consult with faculty who suspect plagiarism in a student’s work.  
Academic honesty is a fundamental requirement of a quality liberal arts education, one 
fully supported by the library.  To this end, when faculty members suspect plagiarism but 
are unable to quickly locate the original source, they may contact their liaison librarian, 
who will undertake a search of databases and the World Wide Web.  Because of their 
specialized search skills, librarians are often able to track down the original sources.  If 
the search proves to be time-consuming, the librarian will let the faculty member know.  
As in all library transactions of this nature, confidentiality for both student and faculty 
member is upheld.  Proof of plagiarism is handed over to the faculty member to be 
pursued as he or she sees fit. 
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